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The Mercator keeps ro the French Trade, or ta things that relate to it» 


The Oppofers follow a Party into every Clamour- 


They att againft themfelves, like the poor Shooemakers, 


_ The Shooemakers Cafe touched at. 


The Mercator writes neither for Price nor Party. 


The Oppofers boaft, becaufe the Treaty has not been brought into the Houfe. 


The true Reafons of it laid down. 


The French ftrive to put it off, and ufe the fame Arguments as cur People do. 
The French ruin’d if the Tariff of 1664 % granted to us. 





HE Mercator has prefcribed its 

Writing to the French Commerce 

as nicely as could be expected 5 nor 

has the Clamour of the Oppofers 

been able to call him off from the chief Pur- 
pofe of thefe Papers. | 

The noifie Writers of the Town follow the 
Shout of the Party who they write for, and as 
fhofe who hire them direct 5 and therefore it 
is, that as foon as any: popular Complaint is 
made, they all open in the Caufe, as afliftants 
to the Cry without Doors, fancying, that their 
coming in, right or wrong to the Cafe, makes 
it appear popular, like the Shooemakers, who 
being fet on Work by fome who wanted a 
Tumult, made a Complaint of what has really 
been their Advantage, and tho’ they had 
more granted them than they ask’d, yet ap- 
pear'd as difcontented as before. 

The poor Men were told, the Drawback 
upon Leather Exported ruin’d their Trade, by 
encreafing the Exportation; whereas the Price 
being not at all abated by the Drawback, could 
not be faid to encreafe the Demand 3 and it is 
remarkable by the Cuftom-houfe Books, as the 
dercator has an Account of them, that lefs Lea- 
ther has been Exported fince the faid Drawback 
was allowed, than was Exported in the fame 
length of time before the faid Drawback, by 
a very great Quantity. 

But had they asked an Allowance of the 
fame Drawback on Leather Manufadured, 
which their Dire€tors had not the thought to 
put them in mind of, or they to do without 


it; This had encouraged the Manufacturing of 


Leather at home, and the Exporting after it 
was wrought. 

This the Houfe has taken into Confidera- 
tion, and therein, as above, has done more 
for the Shooemakers than they had the Senfe 


. 


to ask for themfelves ; yet we donot fee that 
thofe who firft fet the poor Mea to work to be 
uneafie, will yet give them leave to be fatisfied: 


Juit thus itisin fundry Cafes now on footy, 


in which Clamour and Noife fupports. the 
People Complaining, and pafles for Reafon 
and Argument with the Men who they are de« 
figned to ferve. 

This we find the Cafe in the prefent Debate 
about the Treaty with Spain; fcarce a Writer 
in Town, but engages his Scribble in Defence 
of the Complainers, even beforehand, and 
they think to run down the Makers of that 


Treaty in the fame fcandalous manner, and” 


with the fame Rabble and Noife, that acertaint 
Society think they have done a fingle Perfoa 
lately 5 to their Infamy be it fpoken: 

Thefe are eminent. Proofs, that thefe Men 
write for a Party, and that the Scribblers and 
the Party are all of a Clan, thefe the Employed; 
thofe the Employers ; and thus, for a while, 
they carry ail before them; but time always 
leads them into Shame and Self; Convidtion. 

The AZercator, who writes neither for Price 
or Party, but for Truth and Trade, lets them 
run on and triumph, but waits to hear all 
Sides fully out, and then lays the Fa& impar- 


tially before the World, when the fhameful © 


Prevarications: of the hafty Scribblers, who 
judge of the Matter before they hear it, will 
appear, to the fatisfaction of Honeft Men. 
The Parliament are now difmifled, afd the 
Confiderations of the Treaty of Commerce has 
been, for Reafons well known, tho’ artful] 
concealed by thefe Men, farther delayed: The 
Gain and the Advantage ic has been to the 
Dutch, the fatisfaction it has. been to the 
French Manufaétorers 5 all thefe are Teftimo- 


nies of the irreparable Lofs it has been to this. 


unhappy Nation. 
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ANS) Phe Mercator, as it began without any 
“+s Party-Views, fo it'fhall end without any Party- 
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<u Prejudices ; the Reafons which are fpread about 


the Town, and made ufe of to foment Breaches 
among ts, are falfe and contrived, and there- 
fore muft be dete&ed. " 

The Oppofers of our Commerce, for fuch 
they really are, boaft, that this Treaty has not 
been again brought upon the Stage, beeaufe 
there was no probability of carrying it in the 
Houfe. 

This is fo inconfiftent with the reft of the 
Party-Raillery, that it is wonderful they fhould 
offer at it ; for, on other occafions, Have they 
not loudly quarrel’d with the Miniftry for hav- 
ing pack’d a Hoofe that may Vote whatever 
they bid them? And have they not, for the 
carrying on their Party-Caufes, told us often, 
that the Tories are led by the Bribes of the 
Miniftry, to Vote as they are directed ? And 
if this were true, why fhould the Miniftry fear 
carrying the Treaty of Commerce, if they 
had thought fit to bring it on ? Befides, is it 
not evident, that the Miniftry have carried 
every thing ? Whether it were the Juftice 
and Neceflity of their Demands which forced 
their way in the Honfe, or their Perfonal and 
Party-Intereft in the Members, that is not the 
Mercator’s Bufinefs, but it is plain, every. thing 
they have defired the Houfe has complied 
with, and every attack of their Enemies the 
Houle has Oppofed. How then fhould they 
fear to have offered the Treaty of Commerce, 
if they had found it proper to have it pafs ? 

But, on the contrary, it isan Evidence that 

they have no'Doubt or Apprehenfions of paf- 
fing that Treaty, that they have freely waited 
till every Point yet in Debate with the French 
may be adjufted, and till all the needful Ex- 
planations are made according tothe Addrefs” 
_ of the House of Commons to that purpofe. 
_ And thisleads the 4ercator to mention fome- 
‘thing of the true and cnly Reafons why this 
Matter has been farther delayed, {viz.) The 
backwardnefs of the French Commillaries to 
- agree to thofe neceflary Explanations which, 
in behalfof our Commerce, are infifted upon by 
Her Majefty, as che juft Confequences and true 
meaning of the Treaty. 

Nothing is more certain, than that the 
French find our Treaty, if made effe@tua), will 
ruine their ManufaGtures, that it is in the high- 









eft degree prejudicial to their Commerce, and 
that it is therefore their trueft Intereft to im-- 
prove the Difcontents of our People, and the 
Divifions which are among us, to prevent the 
adjufting and fettling thofe things which re- 
main, that, if poflible, they may avoid per- 
fecting it, or at leaft may delay and adjourn 
it as long as they can. 

They acknowlege, nothing can be more fatal 
to them, than coming to an adjuftment with 
us upon the Tariff of 1664. and if they can 
any way avoid it or put it off, they will. . 

The Afercator profeffes, that he has been 
backward to fhew, as in many things might 
have been done, the manifeft Difadvantages 
this Treaty would be to the French, and 
wherein we have the better of them, and how 
we may farther improve this Trade, not only 
to the giving the preference to the Englifh 
Trade, and fecuring the Ballance to our Na- 
tion, but even to the ruine of the French 
Trade. The Mercator fays, he has declined 
enlarging o1 thefe things, becaufe he would 
not alarm them, and make them decline finih- 
ing the Treaty, and thereby prevent us; and 
to make good this, the Mercator offers, by Con- 
ference or Difpute, to prove the Faé againft 
the Oppofers, before any twelve indifferent 
Merchants of this City, who fhall a& with the 
fame tendernefs, as’ to divulging the. Particu- 
lars to their Satisfaétion, or elfe to acknowlege, 
that this Paper has gone upona falfe Founda- 
tion, even from the beginning. 

It is not a little ftrange, to find French Come 
miflaries and Britifh Merchants ufing che fame 
Shuffles, and ftarting the fame Difficulties in 
the Trade, and the firft at laft granting what 
the laft will not allow. 

To fee the Commiffaries come into the Ex- 
planations of the Words, the Goods and Mer- 
chandizes of Great-Britain, and our Prefervers 
of Commerce here refufe it ; That the French 
fhould allow it to fignify all our foreign Re- 
exportations, where there are not particular 
Exceptions and Prohibitions before, and the 
latter confine ittothe Manufa€tures and Growth 
of Britain in particular. 

Thefe are Teftimonies, that the French a& 
their own National-Intereft, and thefe Men a& 
a Party-Intereft, without regard to whether it 
be for or againft their Country. 
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